A comparative study of the literary techniques adopted by the writers to convey the effect of war on the characters in Remembrance by Theresa Breslin, Birdsong by Sebastian Faulks and That Summer by Andrew Greig.

Introduction


Brief biographies of Sebastian Faulks, Theresa Breslin and Andrew Greig


Explanation of the purpose of the essay

Mention that one of the main running themes is romance during war? – perhaps if I cover this point with the books all together?




REMEMBRANCE
Para 1


Stances of characters
3rd person, but point of view changes between Charlotte, Maggie, Francis and Alex; and John Malcolm through his letters to Charlotte. Gives insight to different stances.


Francis completely anti-war – affected by the view by others of him.


At the other end of the spectrum, Alex wants desperately to be involved, especially to get revenge – affected by going to war underage without realising the vast devastation.


John Malcolm for the war, but eventually gets killed.

Para 2
Romance link

Charlotte affected deeply by John Malcolm’s death – not too worried beforehand because of the hope that there would be victory. Shown through dialogue, the insight to her feelings (word choice) and generally how she acts.


Maggie affected by Francis leaving due to conscription – scared that he will not survive, worried that each time they see each other would be their last.


John Malcolm and Francis both thank Charlotte and Maggie for keeping them sane while they are facing death.

Para 3
Realising importance and duties
Francis – fights against conscription, but out of duty and not wanting to be seen as cowardly, leaves.

Charlotte + Maggie – do not think that they are doing enough, and go to nurse in France, completely change their lifestyles.

Alex – goes to war underage, copes with his friend and protector’s death, and then meeting and befriending a German.




BIRDSONG
Para 4


Direct effect



Men being driven mad, especially Stephen – dialogue.

Knowing their fate, not questioning it, but obviously devastated and exhausted – discuss word choice and imagery.

Para 5


Romance link



Stephen’s old relationship with Isabelle.

Visits her during the war – how this affects his feelings both towards her and generally.

THAT SUMMER
Para 6


Romance link
Stella and Lennie – refer to dialogue, how their thoughts and feelings are presented, word choice etc.
Para 7


Difference between wars

Discuss main differences between WW2 and WW1 – changes in attitudes etc. Differing opinions from authors.

No trenches – reasons for Len to be involved, his feelings towards others who are fighting.

